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This Week—What Makes a Job a “Good Job?”
What does it mean to love a job, and how do you get a job you’ll love? You might 
be surprised to discover what careers people find most fulfilling!  

New to Get a Life?

Get a Life is a quick, online game where you guide a character through college, 
career, and life decisions while dealing with the strange issues that come up 
in their lives (believe me, they get pretty weird). All the careers in Get a Life 
are real, and all the schools are based on real colleges, universities, and trade 
schools. As you help characters like Jacob or Isabella through their journeys, 
you might get some ideas about what you want to do with your own. 

Each week, we will be releasing activities to help you get the most from Get a 
Life, connecting what happens in the game with the real world. Each addition 
will include an extension activity that you can complete with your family. 

If this is your first time playing Get a Life, you’ll need to sign up. Use the invite 
code below and follow the instructions on the next page. If you’ve played 
Get a Life before, just log into your Game Portal Account and skip the 
sign-up step. You won’t need to enter a new invite code. 

Shawnee Middle School
Invite Code: zzyqg6g3
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Signing Up
To access Get A Life and other K20 GBL games, go to: 
gameportal.k20center.ou.edu 

Invite Code: zzyqg6g3

Existing Accounts

If you already have an account, log in, click “ADD CLASS” and enter your invite 
code.

Enter your invitation code

Click Sign Up with Google

Click SIGN UP

Click ADD CLASS

https://gameportal.k20center.ou.edu
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Activity One—How to Get a Job You’ll Love
What’s your dream job? Do you want to do something that is fun? Earn a lot of 
money? Help people in need? There are lots of reasons why people are a good 
“fit” with a certain job and find satisfaction in their work. Choosing a career is 
about way more than just how much a job pays.  

Play through at least two characters in Get a Life if you haven’t already. Try 
pursuing drastically different careers for each one, and pay attention to the 
opportunities that affect their comfort, civic, and money scores. You’ll probably 
notice that each career offers something a little different. 

When you’re done, read through the article “How to Get a Job You’ll Love” on 
the next page. While you read, highlight or underline at least three ideas that 
you find interesting. Make a note of why you found each idea interesting. You’ll 
use your answers after the next activity. 
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Activity Two—Satisfaction and Meaningfulness
From the article, you probably gathered that job satisfaction is very important 
to most people. Meaningfulness can also be really important. In this 
context, meaningfulness means how much good you think your job is doing 
for the world. Look at this survey from PayScale. You’ll notice that health 
professionals, educators, and clergy top the list for meaningfulness. Parking lot 
attendants—not so much.  

Pick out three careers that you are interested in learning more about. If you 
did last week’s lesson, you can use the same careers you chose there, or pick 
new ones. The websites O*Net Online, Minnesota State CAREERwide, and the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics are good resources for looking up careers if you 
need ideas. Next, find your chosen careers on the survey (or as close as you 
can get). Make a note of the satisfaction and meaningfulness ratings for each 
job and compare them. 

• Do you think the survey statistics are accurate, or do you think you would 
rate your chosen jobs differently? 

• Do these stats change the way you think about any of the chosen jobs? 

https://www.payscale.com/data-packages/most-and-least-meaningful-jobs/full-list
https://www.onetonline.org/find/career
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusters.html
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/
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Family Extension
Your student has been looking at the things that make a job “good,” other than 
the salary. Now might be a good time to share a little about your own journey. 
Have your student ask you the following questions, then just talk about 
whatever comes up: 

• What do you find satisfying or meaningful about your chosen profession? 
(Caregiving, service, activism, and other non-paid work are just as valid as 
other careers, so don’t hesitate to include your experience related to those 
activities in the discussion.)  

• What did you want to do when you were my age? How did that dream 
change over time?

• Have you ever thought about pursuing additional education or training? If 
so, what kind and why? 

Next Week

Jobs are about more than just making money, as we’ve seen in this lesson. 
The work we do in our careers can also have an impact on our communities, 
societies, and the world. We’ll explore this idea more next week! 
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Support
K20 GBL games are supported on the Chrome and Firefox browsers and on 
most Apple, Windows, and ChromeOS computers with an Internet connection.

For technical issues with our games, please go to: 
k20center.ou.edu/gamesupport

https://k20center.ou.edu/contact/gamesupport/

